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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1 through 47 (Cancel) 
48. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

vviroloooly transmitting an activation signal from a presence detector to an 
interface uni t connect ed in a series connection between a computer and a keyboard : 

in response to the activation signal, wir e lessly receiving an identification signal at 
the presence detector, the identification signal comprising a user identifier that identifies 
a user associated with a transponder; 

communicating th e uoor identifier to o comput e r coupled to tho prosonoo detector; 

when the presence detector determines that the user is in the vicinity of the 
computer, sending a signal from the presence detector to the interface unit: 

sending a keyboard signal from the interface unit over the series connection to the 
computer, the keyboard si gnal comprising the user identifier and instructing the computer 
to deactivate a screen saver: 

querying for a user profile associated with the user identifier; 

accessing the user profile to determine at least one action to be executed in 
response to the user identifier; 

executing the at least one action, the at least one action comprising i) instructing a 
set-ton box to turn on a television dir e cting on email application to retriovo and 3cnd 
email mosoageo and a ii) instructing the television to adjust a volume according to the user 
profile dirooting a voioomail application to rotriovo voicemoil message s , iii) instructing 
the set-top bo x to select a channel according to the user profile, and iv) setting a timer to 
power off the television when the timer expires: 

sending the user identifier to a presence database; 

querying the presence database for other user identifiers associated with the user 
identifier, and 

receiving presence updates identifying presence of the other user identifiers. 
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49. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 48, further comprising accessing 
oonfltot determination rul e s wh e n two or mor e actions oonfliot, the conflict determination 
«*tes specifying that a first executed action predominates over [[a]] later actio ns, such 
that the later actions cannot conflict with the first executed action . 

50. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 49, further comprising a co oaring 
th e conflict determination rules when two or more us e r's actions conflict, the conflict 
determination rules specifying a predominate user over alt other users, such that the 
actions speci fied by the other users' profiles can never conflict with the actions specified 
bv the predo m inate user's profile on e of the us e rV , notions tn proHnminntn 

51. (Original) The method according to claim 49, further comprising i) querying to determine 
which user's action predominates and ii) receiving a reply to the query specifying which 
action is to be executed. 

52. (Original) The method according to claim 48, wherein executing the at least one action 
comprises denying access to the computer when an aggregate amount of access is 
exceeded. 

53. (Original) The method according to claim 48, wherein executing the at least one action 
comprises requesting information for a webpage. 

54. (Cancel) 

55. (Cancel) 

56. (Cancel) 

57. (Cancel) 

58. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 


Page 3 

PAGE 3/12 * RCVD AT 3/7/2008 8:47:25 AM (Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF~4/5 * DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:91 940941 39 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-32 


Mar 07 2008 9:56RM 


SCOTT Zimmerman 


9194694139 


p. 4 


Attorney Docket: 01315 

U.S. Application No. : 1 0/026,835 Examiner: Van Handel Art Unit: 2623 

Response to December 12, 2007 Office Action 


means for wirelessly transmitting an activation signal from a presence detector to 
an interface unit connected in a series connection between a computer and a keyboard : 

in response to the activation signal, means for wirolooaly receiving an 
identification signal at the presence detector, the identification signal comprising a user 
identifier that identifies a user associated with a transponder; 

moons for communicating tho user identifier to a processor comput e r coupled to 
the pr e sence d e tector; 

when the presence detector determines that the user is in the vicinity of the 
computer , means for sending a signal from the presence detector to the interface unit: 

means for se nding a keyboard signal from the interface unit over the series 
connection to the computer, the keyboard signal comprising the user identifier and 
instructing the computer to deactivate a screen saver; 

means for querying for a user profile associated with the user identifier; 

means for accessing the user profile to determine at least one action to be 
executed in response to the user identifier; 

means for executing the at least one action, the at least one action comprising i) 
instructin g a set-top box to turn on a television dir e cting an e mail application to retriev e 
and aond email moosages ond A ii) instructing the television to adjust a volume according 
to the user profile directing a voicomail application to retri e v e voiocmoil message s , m) 



instructing the set-too bo x to select a channel according to the user profile, and iv) setting 
a timer to po wer off the television when the timer expires : 

means for sending the user identifier to a presence database; 

means for querying the presence database for other user identifiers associated 
with the user identifier; and 

means for receiving presence updates identifying presence of the other user 
identifiers. 

59. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 58, further comprising means for 
specifying that a first exec uted action predominates over later actions, such that the later 
actions cannot conflic t with the first executed action accessing oonfliot determination 
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rules when two or more actions conflict, the oonfliot dot o rmirmtion rules sp e cifying that a 
firot oxoouted aotion pr e dominat e o over a later aotion . 

60. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 59, further comprising means for 
specifying a predominate user over all otheT users, such that the actions specified bv the 
other users' profiles can never conflict with the actions specified bv the predominate 
user's profile acc e ssing tho oonfliot determination rules when two or more user's actions 
conflict, the oonfliot determination rules opacifying one of tho unot y o aotioni) to 
pr e dominate . 

61. (Original) The system according to claim 59, ftirther comprising i) means for querying to 
determine which user's action predominates and ii) means for receiving a reply to the: 
query specifying which action is to be executed. 

62. (Original) The system according to claim 58, wherein the means for executing the at least 
one action comprises means for denying access to the computer when an aggregate 
amount of access is exceeded. 

63. (Original) The system according to claim 58, wherein the means for executing the at least 
one action comprises means for requesting information for a webpage. 

64. (Cancel) 

65. (Cancel) 

66. (Cancel) 

67. (Cancel) 

68. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media storing processor executable 
instructions for performing a method, the method comprising: 

wirolcooly transmitting an activation signal from a presence detector to an 
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interface unit connected in a series connection between a computer and a keyboard: 

in response to the activation signal, wirelc3sty receiving an identification signal at 
the presence detector, the identification signal comprising a user identifier that identifies 
a user associated with a transponder, 

communicating the uaor idontificr to a computer coupled to th e pres e nce d e t e ctor; 

when the presence detector determines that the user is in the vicinity of the 
computer, s ending a signal from the presence detector to the interface unit: 

sending a keyboard signal from the interface unit over the series connection to the 
computer, the keyboard signal comprising the user identifier and instructing the computer 
to deactivate a screen saver; 

querying for a user profile associated with the user identifier; 

accessing the user profile to determine at least one action to be executed in 
response to the user identifier; 

executing the at least one action, the at least one action comprising i) instructing a 
set-top box to turn on a television directing an email application to retrieve and oond 
e mail messages and A ii) instructing the television to adjust a volume according to the user 
profile directing a voioemail application to retrieve voioomail message s , iifl instructing 
die set-top box to select a channel according to the user profile, and iv) setting a timer to 
power off the television when the timer expires : 

sending the user identifier to a presence database; 

querying the presence database for other user identifiers associated with the user 
identifier, and 

receiving presence updates identifying presence of the other user identifiers. 

69. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 68, further comprising 
instructions for accessing conflict determination rules when two or more actions conflict, 
the conflict determination rules specifying that a first executed action predominates over 
a later action. 

70. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 69, further comprising 
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instructions for accessing the conflict determination rules when two or more user's 
actions conflict, the conflict determination rules specifying one of the user's actions to 
predominate. 

71. (Original) The- computer readable media according to claim 69, further comprising i) 
instructions for querying to determine which user's action predominates and ii) 
instructions for receiving a reply to the query specifying which action is to be executed. 

72. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 68, further comprising 
instructions for denying access to the computer when an aggregate amount of access is 
exceeded, 

73. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 68, further comprising 
instructions for requesting information for a webpage. 

74. (Cancel) 

75. (Cancel) 

76. (Cancel) 

77. (Cancel) 
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